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Family Business


By MaryAnna Clemons
Special to ESPN.com ProRodeo

In 1988, when John W. Jones Jr. won the second of his three world championships in steer wrestling, his little girls, sitting in the stands with their mother, Sherrie, were just 2 years old and 3 months old. 

Today, Katie is 19 and competing on the rodeo team at Cuesta College (San Luis Obispo, Calif.) and Shannon, 16, is in high school and tearing up the California High School Rodeo Association as the 2005 state all-around champion cowgirl. 

There are, of course, two John Jones. 
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	John W. Jones Sr. bulldogging at the 1967 National Finals Rodeo in Oklahoma City. These days, he prefers to compete in roping events and fly fishing.


John Sr. is the 1970 world champion steer wrestler. His son, John Jr., is a three-time (1984, 1988-89) world champion bulldogger. They made rodeo history in 1984 when John Jr. won his first world steer wrestling championship, making them the first father and son to win both the Resistol rookie of the year award and a world championship. John Sr. won Resistol rookie of the year in 1956, and John Jr. captured it in 1981. 

They both reside in Morro Bay, Calif., and enjoy giving each other a hard time. 

John Jones Sr. grew up in the Clovis-Fresno, Calif., area on a family ranch where his dad enjoyed throwing a rope, and John Sr. took to roping the way most ranch kids do. Today, John Sr. enjoys fly fishing at his daughter Sandy's place in Montana and team roping with his partner, bulldogging great Jack Roddy. 

"I do a little team roping in the over-50 ropings," John Sr. said. "Actually, we just got back from a roping in Prescott (Ariz.) this morning." 

Other than roping and fishing, John Sr. has enjoyed 48 years of marriage to JoAnn, the 1953 Sweetheart of the California Rodeo Salinas. She is an active traveler who was in Russia at press time. 

Growing up in Morro Bay, Calif., on the family dairy farm, John Jr. didn't want much to do with horses or rodeo until his freshman year in high school. Until then, he played football, baseball, fished and hunted. 

Even though he retired several years ago from PRCA competition, John Jr., has his hands full. 

	
	
	… but it's time to quit when your mind tells you to do something and your body doesn't do it. It's just being smart and knowing when it's time to quit.

	
	
	— John Jones, Jr.


"I still team rope a little bit with my kids and do some jackpots, but that's about it," John Jr. said. "The rodeos I probably miss the most would be Houston, Pendleton (Ore.) and Salinas (Calif.). Anyone who has ever gone down and competed for very long, or at a certain level, misses the adrenaline, the backing into the box and going, but it's time to quit when your mind tells you to do something and your body doesn't do it. It's just being smart and knowing when it's time to quit." John Jr. and his wife, who was a college rodeo athlete and is a roper and barrel racer throughout California, farm and ranch on the family land between Morro Bay and San Luis Obispo. 

"The dairy was sold around 1980," John Jr. said. "We have about 1,300 acres, and we farm some hay, run some cattle and have a few avocado trees." 
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	John Sr. and John Jr. (standing) lend their expertise to the next generation of rodeo stars, Katie (left) and Shannon Jones.


But what mostly keeps John Jr. busy are his two girls. When Katie started attending Cuesta Community College, the school did not have a rodeo team, which meant the students had to compete as individuals, if they competed at all. 

John Jr. and Sherrie took on the responsibility and helped the local college students organize. The benefit of competing as a team as opposed to a group of individuals is that team members are eligible for scholarships that individual members aren't. It also allows for sponsorships, whereas a company might not sponsor an individual, but are more likely to sponsor a team. An added bonus is that Cuesta is also a stepping stone to Cal Poly State University-San Luis Obispo, a prestigious college with a top-notch rodeo team. 

"We aren't the rodeo coaches, but we do have the kids come out here about three times a week to practice," John Jr. said. "Sherrie helps them in the barrel racing, and I help them in the roping events." 

In the team's first year, it finished third in the state finals, and the outlook for next year is positive. 

The family recently traveled with Shannon to Gillette, Wyo., to compete in the National High Schools Finals in goat tying. 

John Jr. won't mention it unless asked, but he has spent the last 15 years doing stunt work in the movies and for television. Recently, he worked as a stunt double for Tim McGraw in the movie Flicka, which is due out in 2006. 

"On this show, there were a lot of horse chases where we'd run through meadows and rope horses," John Jr. said. "Tim McGraw can ride, and he can swing a rope, but if he got hurt the movie would stop. If I got hurt, they'd find another guy to take my spot, so in situations that had the potential to go wrong, I jumped on and did it." 

John Jr. said it was fun to meet McGraw and to do the movie. He doesn't actively seek out the roles, but often gets work by word of mouth, with the same people he has worked with in the past. 

"As with everything in life, it's who you know," he said. 
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