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Focused on First


By MaryAnna Clemons
Special to ESPN.com ProRodeo

He doesn't dance and he doesn't care for crowds, but the boy can ride a saddle bronc like nobody's business. 

Jeffery Willert (Belivedere S.D), 23, is sitting second in the Jack Daniel's World Standings and his hopes and goals are to turn that number two into number one. 
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	Willert credits his current success to good draws and good rides.


"Hopefully I keep drawing good and riding good." Willert said. "I plan to be in Ogden (Utah), Nampa (Idaho), Cheyenne (Wyo.) Frontier Days and Deadwood (S.D.) (to name a few). If you draw good and you ride good you win a lot of money." 

Willert twisted his back at the Ponoka (Alberta) Stampede over the Fourth of July weekend after winning the first round with an 85 and a check for $4,114. Willert still managed to make the top 10 in the average for another check of $511 on his one ride. He followed that effort up with a split of first place at the Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo (Colorado Springs, Colo.), and a paycheck for $2,784 on Harry Vold's bronc Springboard. 

"Seems like every year I've been hurt," Willert said. "Even before I turned professional I dislocated my thumb twice and broke my wrist twice." 

He's also suffered a broken ankle, broken toes and a blinded eye after getting a hoof to the head at the Reno (Nev.) Rodeo in 2003. His eye looks normal, but irreparable nerve damage left his left eye sightless. Willert is hoping that he's just getting all his injuries out of the way early for a long and prosperous rodeo career. 

	
	
	My eye doesn't really make a difference when I ride. I just have to concentrate more on looking where I should be looking.

	
	
	— Jeffery Willert


"I'm riding better now and it's more fun," Willert said. "My eye doesn't really make a difference when I ride. I just have to concentrate more on looking where I should be looking. My parents want me to call more now, though. Before I'd call once a week, now they want me to call like after every ride just to make sure I'm all right, which isn't too bad. I can understand where they are coming from." 

Willert has ridden and roped since he was about 8 and he isn't really sure why he ended up choosing saddle broncs over the other rodeo events. 

"The last rodeo I entered bull riding was a triple crown rodeo, so I went to three rodeos in three days, and then they were all averaged together and I won the bull riding, but bucked off every one of my broncs." Willert said. "And that was the last time I rode bulls and started riding broncs, but it worked out." 

That's being modest. 

Willert has earned $68,507 for the year and is geared up to go to some of the summer's best and brightest rodeos, making his choices based more on stock than money. 

"I'd rather go to a smaller $2,000 rodeo with good stock than to go to a $5,000 rodeo with a contractor who doesn't have very good broncs." Willert said. 
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