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If you think you've led a colorful life, you might take a minute to sit down with Tommy "T.C." Sheffield and ask him who kept him from his own mother's funeral. 

Texas law enforcement's Rangers did, that's who. 

Apparently being mean for some people can even transcend death. As he explains in his book, "Loose Horse," Sheffield had a severely unstable relationship with his mother, who banned him and his friends from her funeral in her will. 

But Sheffield moved on and has accomplished enough to make any mother proud. 

Sheffield, 57, resides in Purmela, Texas, with his soul mate Dolores Haferkamp, a toy poodle named Pepe Le Pu and a Model T that belches and explodes. 

"I started out in Rankin, Texas, watching PRCA ropers Toots Mansfield and Walter Pogue," Sheffield said. "I used to look at their saddles, and that's what got me interested. We [Sheffield and friends] would load their calves and we'd get to ride them, then we'd watch them rope." 

Another man, Lesley McFadden, was the president of the American Junior Rodeo Association, and he taught Sheffield to ride bulls. 

"Well, they were really steers, but my ego said they were bulls. I was maybe nine or 10," Sheffield said. "As a teenager, Mutt Black [stock producer from Marfa, Texas] hired me to fight bulls (steers), and then I went to Sul Ross in Alpine, Texas, and all during this period I was clowning and getting a little better, and a little better, and they were bulls then." 

Sheffield worked his way from college rodeos into PRCA rodeos working for Tommy Steiner, a stock contractor from Bastop, Texas, exclusively. When he started feeling weak in his knees and legs, he decided to take his father's advice and secure a back-up plan in life: law school. 

"I went to law school in Lufkin, Texas, around 1977, but I wasn't making any money, so I fought bulls for Tommy Steiner for three more years," Sheffield said. "Finally, things came together, and I opened a law office in Austin and one by Fort Hood. I was board certified by the Texas board of legal specialization in criminal law." 

Sheffield went on to a prestigious 18-year law career that included 289 jury trials, of which he lost just 17. He also tried four capital murder cases where the death penalty was sought and lost none of those. 

As if that weren't enough, Sheffield decided he wanted to get a doctorate in psychology, and he did. 

"They don't give those things away you know," Sheffield said. "I was working my regular schedule, and then I'd work with a doctoral committee at night. So, with that degree, I had just one more step up on others because I could be a real-life certified consultant. I was good at picking juries, real good." 

Working as a lawyer took its toll on Sheffield. He says he's lost his laughter through the years and realized that he just wasn't living the life he wanted to live. Sheffield would be in his office and paralegals would come in and ask him what he was doing. He said he'd hide his notebook and say "nothing," but he was actually drawing the plans to the new clown car he dreamed of building. 

	
	
	It took me a while to make people realize I was still alive. They all thought I was dead, I'd been gone so long. But now I have a bunch of rodeos, and I'm having the time of my life.

	
	
	— T.C. Sheffield


Haferkamp got behind Sheffield and helped him learn to laugh again and has supported him 100 percent day by day in his quest to be a great rodeo clown all over again. 

"It took me a while to make people realize I was still alive," Sheffield said. "They all thought I was dead, I'd been gone so long. But now I have a bunch of rodeos, and I'm having the time of my life." 

Before law school, while still clowning and bullfighting for Steiner, Sheffield wrote a documentary-style book called "Best Supporting Actors: Rodeo Clowns" that he then sold by word of mouth, out of the trunk of his car and through ads in the ProRodeo Sports News. 

"That was the only advertising I've ever done was through the PSN, and we sold $99,000 worth of books," Sheffield said. "And now we're going to re-release the book, and we'll be at the Mandalay Bay during the Wrangler National Finals with a booth selling that book and my newest release 'Loose Horse.'" 

His book "Best Supporting Actors" won the Wrangler Award for Literature from the National Cowboy Hall of Fame (Oklahoma City, Okla). It features 15-16 clowns that were a force to be reckoned with in their time, many of whom are now in the ProRodeo Hall of Fame. 

At press time, Sheffield was kicking back in Missouri with Dolores and Pepe Le Pu, hanging out with Mo Bandy, who partially sponsors Sheffield, and listening to Bandy sing his newest song "Sometimes," which Sheffield compared to Bandy's hit "It's a Cheating Situation." 

"Life is good," the lawyer-rodeo clown said. "I couldn't be happier." 

